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Dictators Threaten  
World Peace 

NATIONALISM GRIPS EUROPE 
AND ASIA (Pages 528–533) 
How did dictators take power in 
Europe and Asia? 

Woodrow Wilson had hoped that the 
Treaty of Versailles would provide a “just 
and lasting peace,” among the world’s 
most powerful nations. However, the 
Treaty mostly caused anger and 
resentment. The German government was 
angry about losing territory it considered 
Germany’s, as well as being blamed for 

starting the war. The Soviet Union 
resented losing its own territories. 

The peace settlement failed to make the 
world “safe for democracy” as Woodrow 
Wilson had hoped. New democratic 
governments, hurt by economic and social 
problems, floundered and turned to 
dictatorships. 

In the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin 
came to power in 1924. He was a ruthless 
leader who let nothing stand in his way. 
Stalin focused on creating a model  

Terms and Names 
Joseph Stalin  Communist dictator of the Soviet Union 

totalitarian  Government that has complete control over its citizens and puts down all 
opposition 

Benito Mussolini  Fascist dictator of Italy 

fascism  Political system based on a strong, centralized government headed by a 
dictator 

Adolf Hitler  Nazi dictator of Germany 

Nazism  Fascist political philosophy of Germany under Nazi dictator Hitler 
Francisco Franco  Fascist dictator of Spain 

Neutrality Acts  Laws passed by Congress to ban the sale of arms or loans to nations at 
war 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw the effects of the New Deal reforms in the 
United States during the Great Depression. In this section, you will see 
how economic and political conditions in Europe and Asia in the 1930s 
gave rise to expansionist totalitarian states. 

As You Read 
Use a web diagram to take notes on the ambitions of the dictators  
of the 1930s. 

 

Hot Topics 

Notes

Unit 6 Guided Reading (ch. 16-17) - World War 2
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As you read this section, take notes about the rise of dictators in Europe 
and Asia. 

 

 1. Joseph Stalin 2. Benito Mussolini 3. Adolf Hitler 

Nation    
 
 
Political 
movement 
and beliefs 
 
 
 

   

 
 
Aggressive 
actions taken 
in the 1920s 
and 1930s 
 
 

   

   

 4. Japanese Militarists 5. Francisco Franco 

Nation   
 
 
Political 
movement 
and beliefs 
 
 
 

  

 
 
Aggressive 
actions taken 
in the 1920s 
and 1930s 
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War in Europe 

AUSTRIA AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
FALL (Pages 536–538) 
How did Britain and France react to 
Hitler’s aggression? 

Hitler decided that the new living space 
the German people needed would come 
from nearby nations. He would annex, or 
add, Austria and Czechoslovakia. And he 
was willing to use force to do it. 

A majority of Austria’s six million 
people were German-speaking and favored 
unification with Germany. In March 1938, 
German troops marched into Austria. They 
met no opposition. Germany announced 
an Anschluss, or “union” with Austria. 

Then Hitler claimed that the Czechs 
were mistreating German-speaking people 
in an area called the Sudetenland. He 

massed troops on the border. France 
and Britain promised to defend 
Czechoslovakia. Their leaders met with 
Hitler in Munich, Germany. Hitler 
promised that the Sudetenland would be 
his “last territorial demand.” France, 
Britain, and Germany signed the Munich 
Pact in September 1938. It gave the 
Sudetenland to Germany. 

Neville Chamberlain was the British 
prime minister who signed the Munich Pact. 
He called it “peace with honor.” Another 
British leader, Winston Churchill, 
disagreed. He called the Pact dishonorable 
appeasement. That means giving up your 
principles in order to pacify an aggressor. 
Churchill predicted that appeasement would 
eventually lead to war.

Terms and Names 
Neville Chamberlain  Prime minister of Great Britain before World War II 
Winston Churchill  Prime minister of Great Britain during World War II 
appeasement  Trying to pacify an aggressor in order to keep the peace 

nonaggression pact  Agreement between Germany and Russia not to fight each other 
blitzkrieg  Lightning war strategy used by Germany against Poland 

Charles de Gaulle  Head of the French government in exile in England 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw how dictatorships rose in Europe and Asia in 
the 1930s. In this section, you will see how the expansionist policies of 
Hitler led to World War II in Europe. 

As You Read 
Use a time line to take notes on major events in German expansion from 
1937 to 1940. 

Notes

Hot Topics
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As you read this section, take notes to answer questions about how Germany 
started World War II. Note the development of events in the time line. 

 

1938 

March 

September 

 

Germany 
invades Austria. 

Munich Pact is 
signed by 
Germany, 
France, and 
Britain. 

 1. Why did Neville 
Chamberlain sign 
the Munich Pact? 

 

2. Why did Winston 
Churchill oppose the 
pact? 

 

1939 
 

March 
 
 
 

August 

  
 
 
 
 
 

3. What did Germany and the USSR agree to in 
their accords? 

 

 
 
 
 

September 
 
 

November 

 

 
 
Germany 
invades 
Czechoslovakia. 
 
Germany and 
USSR sign 
nonaggression 
pact and secret 
agreement. 
 
Germany 
invades Poland. 
 
USSR invades 
Finland. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What happened to Poland as a result of the 
invasion, and how did Britain and France 
respond to it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1940 
 

Spring 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What were the surrender terms offered to 
France? 

 
 
 

 
 

Summer 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Germany 
invades Norway, 
Denmark, the 
Netherlands, 
Belgium, and 
Luxembourg. 
 
France 
surrenders to 
Germany. 
 
USSR overruns 
Baltic states. 
 
Battle of Britain 
begins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What type of battle was the Battle of Britain, 
and why was England’s victory so important? 
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The Holocaust 

THE PERSECUTION BEGINS  
(Pages 542–544) 
How did the persecution of the Jews 
begin in Germany? 

Part of Hitler’s plan for Germany was 
to make the country racially pure. In 1933, 
just three months after taking power, 
Hitler ordered all non-Aryans out of 
government jobs. Then Hitler began an 
organized persecution of non-Aryans, 
particularly of Jews. This resulted in the 
Holocaust—the systematic murder of 
over 11 million people across Europe. 
Over half of the murdered people 
were Jews. 

Anti-Semitism, or hatred of Jews, had a 
long history in Germany and in other parts 
of Europe. For a long time, Germans had 
used Jews as a scapegoat, someone to 
blame for their own failures and 
frustrations. Therefore, when Hitler 

blamed Jews for Germany’s defeat in 
World War I, many Germans agreed. 
When Hitler blamed the Jews for 
Germany’s economic problems, many 
Germans supported him. 

Persecution of Jews increased under 
Hitler. In 1935, new laws took away Jews’ 
civil rights and their property. Jews were 
forced to wear yellow stars of David on 
their clothing. 

On November 9, 1938, organized, 
violent persecution began with 
Kristallnacht. (Kristallnacht is a German 
word meaning “crystal night,” or night of 
broken glass.) Gangs of Nazi storm 
troopers attacked Jewish homes, 
businesses, and synagogues across 
Germany. The streets were littered with 
broken glass. Then the Nazis blamed Jews 
for the destruction. Many Jews were 
arrested; others were fined. 

Terms and Names 
Holocaust  Systematic murder of 11 million Jews and other people in Europe by the 

Nazis 

Kristallnacht  Name given the night of November 9, 1938, when Nazis in Germany 
attacked Jews, their businesses, and their synagogues 

genocide  Deliberate and systematic killing of an entire people 

ghetto  A segregated neighborhood 

concentration camp  Prison camps operated by the Nazis where Jews and others were 
starved while doing slave labor, or murdered 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw how Hitler began World War II. In this 
section, you will see how Hitler put his plan of Aryan domination into 
place by killing Jews and other groups he considered inferior. 

As You Read 
Use a chart to take notes on the events that led to the Holocaust. 

Hot Topics 

Notes
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As you read, take notes to answer questions related to the time line. 

 

 

1925  In Mein Kampf, Hitler presents his racist views 
on “Aryans” and Jews. 

 

 Hitler comes to power. Soon after, he orders 
non-Aryans to be removed from government 
jobs and begins to build concentration camps. 
 

 1933 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thousands of 
Jews begin 
leaving Germany. 

 
 

1. Why didn’t France and Britain accept as many 
German Jews as they might have? 

 
 
 

1935  Nuremberg laws 
are passed. 

 
 

2. What did the Nuremberg laws do? 
 
 
 
 

1938  Kristallnacht 
occurs. 

 
 

3. What happened during Kristallnacht? 
 
 
 
 

1939  As war breaks out 
in Europe, U.S. 
Coast Guard 
prevents refugees 
on the St. Louis 
from landing in 
Miami. 

 
 

4. Why didn’t the United States accept as many 
German Jews as it might have? 

1941  Nazis build six 
death camps in 
Poland. 

 
 

5. What groups did the Nazis single out for 
extermination? 

 
 
 
 

1945 
 

to 
 

1949 

 After war in 
Europe ends in 
1945, many Nazi 
leaders are 
brought to justice 
for their crimes 
against humanity. 

 6. How did the Nazis go about exterminating the 
approximately 11 million people who died in 
the Holocaust? 
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America Moves  
Toward War 

THE UNITED STATES MUSTERS 
ITS FORCES (Pages 550–551) 
How did the United States try to stay 
out of war but be prepared? 

According to the Neutrality Acts, the 
United States could not enter the war 
in Europe. However, President 
Roosevelt asked for a change in the 
Acts. He suggested a cash-and-carry 
provision. Such a provision would 
allow Britain and France to buy and 
transport American arms. Congress 
passed this new Neutrality Act in 
November 1939. 

In 1940, Germany, Italy, and Japan 
signed a mutual defense treaty. They 
became the Axis powers. The treaty 
meant that if the United States went to war 
against any one of them, all three would 

fight. That would put America at war on 
two fronts: in Europe and in Asia. 
Nevertheless, Roosevelt gave the British 
“all aid short of war” to help them fight 
Hitler. 

Roosevelt assured the nation that the 
United States would stay out of war. But 
he prepared for war. Congress increased 
spending for national defense. It passed 
the nation’s first peacetime draft in 
September 1940. 

FDR broke the tradition of a two-term 
presidency and ran for re-election in 
1940. His opponent, Wendell Willkie, 
shared Roosevelt’s beliefs that the United 
States should help Britain, but that it 
should not get involved in war. Voters 
chose the candidate they knew. FDR won 
a third term. 

Terms and Names 
Axis powers  Germany, Italy, and Japan 

Lend-Lease Act  Law that allowed lending or leasing arms to any nation “whose 
defense was vital to the United States” 

Atlantic Charter  British and American statement of goals for fighting World War II 
Allies  Group of nations, including the United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union, who 

opposed the Axis powers 

Hideki Tojo  Prime minister of Japan during World War II 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw how Hitler’s plan to make Germany racially 
pure killed millions of people. In this section, you will see how the 
United States moved closer to entering the war against the Nazis. 

As You Read 
Use a time line to take notes on the events that led to the entry of the 
United States into World War II. 

Hot Topics 

Notes
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As you read, take notes about how the United States entered World War II. 

 

1939  Congress passes 
Neutrality Act. 

 
 

1. What did the Neutrality Act allow? 
 
 
 

1940 
 
 

 Axis powers form  
alliance. 

 
 

2. Who were the Axis powers? What did 
their alliance mean for the United 
States? 

 
 
 

  
 

3. What did the Lend-Lease Act do? 
 
 
 
 

  
 

4. What did the United States do to protest 
Japan’s action? 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

5. What pledges were contained in the 
Atlantic Charter? 

 
 

  
 

6. Who were the Allies? 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What did the attack do to the U.S. Pacific 
fleet? 

 
 
 

1941 

 

Congress passes Lend-
Lease Act. 
 
Germany invades USSR. 
 
Japan takes over French 
military bases in 
Indochina. 
 
Congress extends the 
draft. 
 
Churchill and Roosevelt 
draft the Atlantic Charter. 
 
“A Declaration by the 
United Nations” is signed 
by the Allies. 
 
Hideki Tojo becomes 
Japan’s prime minister. 
 
U.S. Senate allows arming 
of merchant ships. 
 
Japan launches a surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 
 
As U.S. declares war on 
Japan, Germany and Italy 
declare war on U.S. 

 
 

8. Why did Germany and Italy declare war 
on the United States? 
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Mobilizing for Defense 

AMERICANS JOIN THE WAR 
EFFORT (Pages 562–564) 
How did Americans react to Pearl Harbor? 

The Japanese had expected Americans 
to react with fear and despair to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. Instead, Americans 
reacted with rage. “Remember Pearl 
Harbor” became a rallying cry. Five 
million men volunteered for military 
service. 

But fighting a war on two fronts—in Europe 
and in the Pacific—required huge numbers of 
soldiers. Another ten million men were drafted. 
New soldiers received eight weeks of basic 
training. Then they were officially “GIs,” a 
nickname coming from the term “Government 
Issue.” 

To free more men for combat, Army 
Chief of Staff General George Marshall 
suggested using women for noncombat 
military tasks. Congress created the 
Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps 
(WAAC) in 1942. About 25,000 women 
served in the military. They did not receive 
the same pay or benefits as men. 

Men and women from minority groups 
also served in World War II. They 
included Mexican Americans, Asian 
Americans, and Native Americans. Some 
African Americans had mixed feelings 
about defending a country where they 
were often segregated and denied the basic 
rights of citizenship. But they also knew 
they would be worse off under any of the 

Terms and Names 
George Marshall  Army chief of staff during World War II 
Women's Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC)  Women volunteers who served in non-combat 

positions 
A. Philip Randolph  Important African-American labor leader 
Manhattan Project  Secret research project that resulted in the Atomic Bomb 
Office of Price Administration (OPA)  Agency of the federal government that fought 

inflation 
War Production Board (WPB)  Government agency that decided which companies 

would make war materials and how to distribute raw materials 
rationing  Restricting the amount of food and other goods people may buy during 

wartime to assure adequate supplies for the military 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you learned the reasons why the United States entered 
World War II. In this section, you will learn how Americans joined in 
the war effort. 

As You Read 
Use a web diagram to take notes on how the United States prepared  
for war. 

Hot Topics 

Notes
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As you read about how the United States mobilized for war, note how each 
of the following contributed to that effort. 

 
 

1. Selective Service System 6. Office of Scientific Research and 
Development (OSRD) 

2. Women 7. Entertainment industry 

3. Minorities 8. Office of Price Administration (OPA) 

4. Manufacturers 9. War Production Board (WPB) 

5. A. Philip Randolph 10. Rationing 
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The War for Europe  
and North Africa 

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN 
JOIN FORCES  
(Pages 569–570) 
What were the goals of the American 
and British alliance?  

In late December 1941, a few weeks 
after Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt 
met with British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill. They planned their war 
strategy. They agreed that the first thing 
to do was to defeat Hitler’s Germany. 
Roosevelt and Churchill began a lasting 
friendship and a strong alliance between 
America and Britain. 

After war was declared, German  
U-boats increased attacks on American 
ships in the Atlantic. Many American ships 
were sunk. The Allies organized convoys, 
or groups, for shared protection. Warships 
and airplanes escorted the convoys. They 
used sonar and radar to find and destroy 
many German submarines. 

The United States also started building 
ships at a rapid pace. Soon there were 
more Allied cargo ships, or Liberty ships, 
being made than being sunk. By mid-
1943, the tide of the Battle of the Atlantic 
had turned in favor of the Allies. 

Terms and Names 
Dwight D. Eisenhower  American general 
D-Day  Allied invasion to liberate Europe 
Omar Bradley  American general 
George Patton  American general 
Battle of the Bulge  German counteroffensive in December 1944 
V-E Day  Victory in Europe Day, May 8, 1945 
Harry S. Truman  33rd president of the United States 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw how the American involvement in World 
War II affected life on the home front. In this section, you will see how 
the United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union combined to defeat 
Germany and its partners in Europe. 

As You Read 
Use a timeline to take notes on major events influencing the fighting in 
North Africa and Europe. 

Hot Topics 
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As you read about the Allied war effort, take notes to explain what made 
each event a critical moment or turning point in the war.  

 

February 
1943 

End of Battle of 
Stalingrad 

 1. 

May 
1943 

End of Operation 
Torch 

 2. 

Mid- 
1943 

Victory in Battle 
of the Atlantic 

 3. 

June 
1944 

D-Day  4. 

July  
1944 

Liberation of  
Majdanek 

 5. 

August 
1944 

Liberation of 
France 

 6. 

October 
1944 

Capture of 
Aachen 

 7. 

January 
1945 

End of Battle of 
the Bulge 

 8. 

Spring 
1945 

End of Italian 
campaign 

 9. 

May  
1945 

V-E Day  10. 
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The War in the Pacific 

THE ALLIES STEM THE JAPANESE 
TIDE (Pages 578–580) 
What was so important about the 
Battle of Midway? 

In the first six months after Pearl 
Harbor, the Japanese military had great 
success. They conquered huge areas of the 
Asian mainland and many islands in the 
Pacific. In 1942, Japanese forces 
threatened the American army in the 
Philippines. General Douglas MacArthur 
was the commander of the American 
army. In March 1942, MacArthur left the 
Philippines but told people left behind, 
“I shall return.” 

The United States started to fight back 
against the Japanese. In the spring of 
1942, Lt. Colonel James Doolittle led a 
bombing raid on Tokyo. The U.S. Navy  

defeated the Japanese at the Battle of Coral 
Sea. This ended the Japanese threat to invade 
Australia. 

Then, in June 1942, the Japanese 
steamed toward Midway, an island 
northwest of Hawaii. American forces 
broke the Japanese code and knew of their 
plans. Admiral Chester Nimitz 
commanded American forces that crushed 
the Japanese. The Battle of Midway was a 
turning point in the Pacific War. After 
Midway, the Allies began “island 
hopping,” moving closer to Japan. 
 1. Why was the Battle of Midway 

important? 

_______________________________  

_______________________________  

Terms and Names 
Douglas MacArthur  American commander in the Philippines  
Chester Nimitz  Commander of American naval forces in the Pacific 
Battle of Midway  American victory that was the turning point in the Pacific War 
kamikaze  Japanese suicide flight  
J. Robert Oppenheimer  Scientist who led the Manhattan Project 
Hiroshima  City that was the site of the first atomic-bomb drop in Japan 
Nagasaki  Japanese city that was the site of the second atomic-bomb drop 
Nuremberg Trials  Tribunal that tried Nazi leaders for war crimes 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw how the Allies won victory in Europe. In this 
section, you will see how the Allies defeated Japan in the Pacific. 

As You Read 
Use a chart to take notes on military actions in the Pacific and their 
significance. 

Hot Topics 

Notes
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As you read about the Allied war effort, take notes to explain what made 
each event a critical moment or turning point in the war. 

 

 

 

The War in the Pacific 

Date and Place Leader Involved What happened? 

1. April 1942, Bataan   
2. June 1942, Midway   
3. August 1942, Guadalcanal   
4. October 1944, Leyte Gulf   
5. March 1945, Iwo Jima   
6. June 1945, Okinawa   
7. September 1945, Tokyo Bay   

The Science of War 

Date and Place Leaders Involved What happened? 

8. July 1945, Los Alamos   

9. August 1945, Hiroshima, Nagasaki   

Planning and Rebuilding or Peace 

Date and Place Leaders Involved What happened? 

10. February 1945, Yalta   

11. April 1945, San Francisco   

12. 1945–1949, Nuremberg   
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The Home Front 

OPPORTUNITY AND ADJUSTMENT 
(Pages 590–592) 
How did the war create opportunities 
at home? 

World War II was a time of opportunity 
for many Americans. The economy 
boomed. There were plenty of jobs. Wages 
rose. Farmers also did well. 

Women had many job opportunities during 
the war. The share of women in the work force 
rose to 35 percent. (They lost some of these 
jobs when the men returned from military 
service.) Women also did a wide range of jobs 
and entered professions that had not been open 
to them before the war. 

Many Americans relocated—picked up 
and moved. They moved to where there 
were defense jobs. States with military 
bases or defense plants saw huge gains in 
population. Some city populations grew 
by one third. The result was a housing 
shortage. Even though workers had the 

money to pay, there was no housing to 
rent. There were also food shortages in 
some areas. 

People had to adjust to new family 
situations. Many fathers were in the armed 
forces, so women had to work and raise 
children on their own. 

The war also caused a boom in 
marriages. Many couples married before 
the men went overseas. But when the men 
returned after years of military service, 
many of these marriages failed. The 
divorce rate increased. 

In 1944, Congress passed the GI Bill of 
Rights, which was designed to help 
servicemen readjust to civilian life. This 
bill paid for veterans to attend college or 
technical school. Over half the returning 
soldiers took advantage of this 
opportunity. It also gave federal loan 
guarantees to veterans buying homes or 
farms or starting businesses. The GI Bill 

Terms and Names 
Gl Bill of Rights  Law passed by Congress to help servicemen readjust to civilian life 
James Farmer  Civil rights leader who founded the Congress of Racial Equality 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)  Interracial organization formed to fight 

discrimination 
internment  Confinement under guard, especially during wartime 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)  Civil rights group formed by Japanese 

Americans 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you saw how the Allies prepared for the postwar 
world. In this section, you will see how the war changed the United 
States. 

As You Read 
Use a chart to take notes on the effects of the war on the home front. 

Hot Topics 

Notes
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As you read this section, write notes to answer questions about the impact 
of the war on various segments of American society. 

 

How did the war and its immediate aftermath affect the following? 

1. Labor 2. Agriculture 

3. Population centers 4. Family life 

5. Returning GIs 

How did these groups react to discrimination and racism during and after the war? 

6. African Americans  

7. Mexican Americans 

8. Japanese Americans 


