
The Supreme Council of fhe Treafy of Versailles
fanuary, 1919

In Atterltlance:
--United States: President Woodrow Wilson (US 1) and Ambassaclor (US 2)
--Fratrce: Prime Mirrister Clemenceau (Fr l) and Ambassador (FR 2)
--Great Britain: Prime fuIinister Lloyd George (GB)
--Italy: Premier Orlando (IT)

USI We are n:eeting here 1o discuss the terms of the Treaty of Versailles on the defeated Germany
ancl her allies, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire.

FR1 'lhe only u,ay to avoid firture wars is to destroy Germnny, as we know it! The German people
have shorvn tlrey are evil!

GB Please, Prime Mitrister, control your anger, we must be careful rvhat we do here. I agree,
Germany must he ounished. but rve must be carelirl.

IrR 1 Careful? The French people want security ! We must break up Cermany into several separate
states an<l return to the way it was before 1870 when that fool Bismarck used realpolitik to
create itl

US2 We Amet'icans rvill not allolv that Prime Minister. it x,ill cause future wars.
GB I agree, Grcat Britain r.vill rlot agree lvith the break up of'Germany either. We can take some

Iand away. l,es" but we cannot break it up totally..
1T (Butting in-*ignoring the conversation) Italy wants r.vhat it r,vas promised in l9l5: We want

land fionr the Austro-Hunsariatr Ernpire.
FR2 (ignoring ltaly) President Wilson, you rnust underctand out fbelings. Germany must never

asain be ablc to do to us what it did in the Franco-Prussian War of ! ElO C4d-ege4jil!-1ll
tJS 1 I do understand your position, but breaking up (iennany is out of the question. Let us consider

other options" shall we?
I,-R 1 Holv do you Dropose keeping France sal'e then?
USI We rvi1l create an organization called the "League of Nations" that r.r,ill help to preservc peace

through diplon-racy. We will create demc,cracy in all the conquered lands and ailou'the voice
olthe neople to be heard. Detnocracy will lead to peace.

FR2 Will this "L,easue of Natiorts" have an nrmlr-so*ething to enforce itq 4qq-E!q!!1.
GB I clon'i thilk the people of Great Britain would want to have its own sons fighting for an

internationa 1 organization.
IT (Bdlingitt.*-iwor.ingtheconversation)whatab.!!]h4qn@
FR1 1 agree abourt the League, but it must have aq army of its--a\ru!-l

US2 Sorry. Prinle Mirrister, we cannot agree to that.

GB Neither can Great Britain
FR2
GB I have a sglution: Lelfis allorv Germany to only have a-n army la.rge enough for polpe r /elk:-
us1 Great idea! We agree -- Germany lvill no longer trjrve an army. -
GB ** 

"up 
also makc Gennany rveaker by taking some of its land away. A smaller population

will be less of a thrsat.
US2 We can take land fl'om eastetn Germany and create Poland'

FRI Agi""a. creating Poland is a great idea, but France wants Alsace-Lonaine back! It lvas

rvronslv taken from us in 1870 bv that pig, Bismarck. in the Efelpp-PrUg!14ll{ ---

we had 7'3,% of our soldiers killed or iniured by those German pigsl we MUlr bgryg_qsgul_



GB No problem, it's yours.

IT On the topic of land, how about what you guys promised us in 1915? You said if we joined
the Allies and left the Central Powers you would make sure we got lots of land!

F'R 2 I propose wc take more land from Gennany in the east, ancl a chunk ol-Austria and create a

new state. Czechoslovakia.
USl Yes. ves. the Czechs and Slovaks deserve to have their own country.
Gts Okay, Great Britain will agree. We will create Czechoslovakia from German and Austrian

land.

US2 If the Polish ancl Czechs and Slovaks get tlieir own countries. rvhat aboui the Hungqri44q!
FR2 Well, they should have their own country too. That will leave Austria as just a small country

south of Gerrnany.
us1 Perfect. Now, whzrt abrout the Serbians? They lvant and deserve their own strong country.
FRl If we give them Bosnia and the Balkan peninsula then they will control all the southern Slavic

oeoole. It could be the country of Yugoslavia.
GB Yes, that takes care of land issues in Europe. Germany is smaller and has lost its empire. The

Austro-Hungarian Empire no longer exists. Poland, Czechoslovakia, Flungary, and

Yusoslavia ha.ve been created
FR1 We are satisfied with this.
IT We are not satisfied! How much land do we get from Austria? Italy wants the land it was

promised when we left the German side! tt is time to pay upl
I.'R I This still doesn't fix all the destruction that France has suffered! Remember, most of the war

was fought on French soil! Germany must pay for this!
US1 I do agree Cermany must pay fbr its wrong deeds.

ITR 1 Gernrany should pay tbr trll the costs of the war! lt shor"rld pay reparations to repair the
damage it car"rsed! It must be forced to pay all the costs of the war.

US2 That is too harsh.
FR2 Too harsh? The blood thirsty Germans killed 1.3 million sons of France. No, sir! It is not too

harsh!
GB Maybe it would be better just to make them pay for the damaged buildings and ships they sunk

using submarines.
USI The United States agrees with Great Britain.
FRI President Wilson, your country only sacrificed 100,000 lir.es in this great struggle, if you were

French, you would see our point!
IJS 1 We see your perint, but we cannot destroy Germany's future completely.
US2 I can see this is a point thal won't be deeided now. We all agree though, that Gennany will

pay repar(rtions, tvar datnages, of some amount.
GB Yes.
USI Yes.
I'f Look I arn getting tired ol'this. We want to get paid back in 1and. Are we going to get it or notl
GB What are we soins to do about the land taken from the Ottoman E{npire in theliddl@
FRl France wants to keep what we took.
GB So does Great Britain.
US2 The Unitecl States believes cach area should be allowed to have self-rule ald qlelnqglngXr-
FR2 We rvant to keep thc area we toqk 4s gg]elligt
GB Cr*t$ritrir, ,g.""r. We alreacly have Egypt as a protectorate. It would make perfect sense for

us to keerr Palestine and Jordan as colonies-

USI The Upited States will not sign this Treaty if former Otloman land is simply given to you as

colonies. We believe in self-rule!



FR2 President Wilson, perhaps this is a good time to use yourool,eague of Nations.". We can give
the Ottoman land to the League of Nations to watch over until these areas are ready for self-
rule.

US2 But ihe-. L,ea*ue lvon't have the rcsources to govcrn these arcas"
FR2 No problem. The League oan simply allow Great Britain and France to govern these areas as

o'mandates," territories administered by other countries in the name of the League of Nations.
When they're ready for selflule we will set them flee. That way they aren,t colonies.

GB What a splendid idea - we can have a mandate system. Great Britain will take Jordan and
Palestine as mandates from the League of Nations!

FRI France will take Lebanon and Syria as mandates in the Middle East!
IT Wait! What about Italy? We were promised land in Europe when we joined your side in the

Great War and we have yet to get it! How about giving us some oomandates?"

US1 Could we sum up what w-e have agreed upon here?
GB One, we are going to create the League of Nations, an intemational organization that will

promote peace by working out differences through nesotiation.
FR2 Two, to enhance French security, Germany is not allowed to rebuild its militarv.
IT That is it! Italy is leaving this idiotic meeting! We have been wronged!

(Premier Orlando*-so take your seat)
L]S 2 Three, Germany and Austria'Hungary will have land taken away to create new countries.
FR1 F'our. Gerrnan,v wili pay reparations in order to pay 1'or the damage it has caused ali o{'us,

especially Ilr*n<.;e.

GB Five, former colonies of the Ottbman Empire shall be given to France and Great Britain as
"mandates" from the League of Nations. Turkey, the forrner Ottoman Empire, will be now
limited to Asia Minor.

IJS 1 Excellent. I think our work is done sentlemen!



e'{'reafy of, Versaitles: }'rance, 1919
1. Describe what France ra,ants to do
to Geimany.
2. What does Wilson want to create
to heep peace?

3. What does France want the
League ofNations to have?
4. What happens to the German
army?
5. What new counh"ies are created
after WWi?
6. What are reparations?
7. What does the U.S. believe should
thappen to the Ottoman Empire's
tand?
8. What are mandates? 'Who
supposedly has ultimate conh'ol over
tnanciates?
9. Which mandates are taken by
Great Britain? By France?

T'Eae Treafy of Versailles: Fralrce, 19tr9

Wrap up'Questions; VERYTUPORTANTI!!, : .' :,
1. What was Germany's role in the
Peace Conference? Why might this
cause fufure problems?- -

1.

2.'
2. What is the League of Nations
missing that is necessary to keep
peace?

3. What conditions were forced upon
Germany by the Treaty of .

Versailles? , . l

4, What was ltaly's rnain goal atthe
conference? Why might they be
ansry with the Aliies in the future?

1.

2.

5. Which empires have been
destroyed by World War I?

1

2.

J.

1.

Z.

3.


