OPEN RANGE


Area on the Great Plains where cattle roamed and cowboys worked to round them up.  Homesteaders were given land there.

HOMESTEAD ACT
1863 law that offered 160 acres of western land to settlers that would farm it for five years.  It resulted in settlement of the West.

EXODUSTERS
African Americans who migrated to Kansas following the Civil War.  

DAWES ACT
1887 law that divided Native American lands among  Native American leaders.  The government’s attempt to assimilate Native Americans into American life.  

TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD
Built by the Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroads connecting the East coast and West Coast

PACIFIC RAILWAY ACT
Signed by President Lincoln.  Gave land grants to Railroads to encourage construction of nationwide systems

THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT
Passed by Congress to abolish slavery

FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT
Ratified in 1868, this guaranteed citizenship to all regardless of race and equal protection of the laws

FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT
Passed by Congress granting universal male suffrage

LAISSEZ-FAIRE
a government policy of not interfering in private business, “hands off” –  “to let do”

ROBBER BARONS
wealthy men involved in industrialization by owning the large businesses.  Many were considered corrupt

MONOPOLY
Complete control of a product or a service. When these develop, they limit  competition.  Many of these developed during industrialization

SOCIAL DARWINISM
Theory that it is ok for a bigger, stronger business to take over other weaker businesses,  “survival of the fittest”

BESSEMER PROCESS
A new technique, patented in 1856, for making stronger steel more effectively

LABOR UNIONS
organized by skilled and unskilled workers to fight for better pay, hours and working conditions

ARBITRATION
method of settling a dispute with the help of a third, neutral party

ELLIS ISLAND
 Place in New York Harbor where immigrants entered the United States from Europe.  They were required to pass a physical examination.

ANGEL ISLAND
Place in San Francisco where immigrants entered the United States from Asia.  Immigrants were treated harshly here.

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT
a law passed in 1882 that prohibited Chinese laborers from entering the United States

TENEMENTS
crowded apartment buildings with poor standards of sanitation, safety, and comfort

PENDLETON ACT
Passed by Congress to end patronage by requiring applicants to pass a test to be considered for certain civil service jobs.

SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST ACT
Law passed in 1890 that outlawed the formation  of certain types of monopolies

INTERSTATE COMMERCE ACT/COMMISSION
Put in place to establish a commission to regulate the railroads 

POPULIST
Political group formed in 1892 by farmers.  It advocated the free coinage of silver, tariff reform, railroad regulation along with other reforms.

JIM CROW LAWS
a system of laws that segregated public places and services by race, beginning in the 1890s

PLESSY VS FERGUSON
Court case that legalized segregation and by doing so established the constitutionality of the “separate but equal” rule.

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
African American founder of Tuskegee University.  Believed African Americans should develop a skill making themselves necessary, then equality would follow

INFLATION
an increase in the prices of items

TARIFF
a tax on an imported good.  Caused much conflict in the United States between businessmen and farmers

YELLOW JOURNALISM
Type of newspaper coverage that emphasized sensational stories and exaggerated them.  Used these stories to increase newspaper circulation

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR
War fought in 1898 to help free Cuba from Spanish control.  As a result the US acquired Guam, Puerto Rico and the Philippines

PANAMA CANAL
Created a shorter route between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans

ROOSEVELT COROLLARY
1904 extension of the Monroe Doctrine in which the President asserted the right of the US to intervene in Latin American Nations and keep European countries out of affairs in the Western  Hemisphere

DOLLAR DIPLOMACY
President Taft’s policy of using federal money to back loans made to foreign countries.  This encouraged foreign investments.

MUCKRAKER
Journalists that uncover wrongdoing and expose corruption

SOCIALISM
An economic system that favors total government control of property.  

PURE FOOD AND DRUG ACT
Passed by Teddy Roosevelt to regulate transportation and mislabeling of impure foods.  Regulated the packaging of foods

CONSERVATIONIST
person concerned with the care and protection of natural resources

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM
Nations central banking system, established in 1913.  It regulates the nation’s money supply

NAACP
Organization formed in 1910 to advance the cause of the African Americans by fighting for equal rights through the court system.  Created in part by WEB Dubois

PROGRESSIVISM
Early 20th Century reform movement centered on returning government control to the people and correcting injustices in American life

SIXTEENTH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress to establish a graduated income tax

SEVENTEENTH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress to allow the American people to elect the Senators directly

EIGHTEENTH AMENDMENT
Made the production, distribution and consumption  of alcohol illegal

NINTEENTH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress in 1920 granting women the right to vote

SUSSEX PLEDGE
Pledge by the German government in 1916 that its submarines would warn ships before attacking

LEAGUE OF NATIONS
International organization, formed after World War I, aimed to promote security and peace for all member nations

PALMER RAIDS
During these, the Attorney General rounded up several hundred suspected communists.  These were done to ease the fears of Americans during the  “Red Scare” of the 1920s.

NATIONAL ORIGINS ACT
Created the quota system, which limited the number of immigrants allowed to 
enter the US to a percentage of the total present in 1890.

SCOPES TRIAL
1925 court case in Tennessee that focused on the issue of teaching evolution in public schools

HARLEM RENAISSANCE
African American cultural awakening of the 1920s – blacks made 

contributions in art, literature, and music

SCHENCK VS THE UNITED STATES
Supreme Court case stating that the right of free speech can be limited during times of war if the words used create a clear and present danger to the US.

HOOVERVILLES
Makeshift shelters of the homeless during the early years of the Great  Depression.  

BONUS ARMY
Group of World War I veterans and their families who in 1932 protested in Washington, D.C. to receive their pensions early

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION - FDIC
Program where the government insured bank deposits for up to $5,000

WAGNER ACT
Law passed in 1935 that aided unions by legalizing collective bargaining and established the National Labor Relations Board

HUEY LONG
Louisiana politician in the 1930s; suggested the Share Our Wealth program that called for the redistribution of large fortunes by means of grants to families; assassinated in 1935

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Gave the unemployed work in building construction and arts programs during the Great Depression

TWENTEETH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress to move the inauguration of the president from March to January.  This helped to end the “lame duck” session of Congress

TWENTY FIRST AMENDMENT
Repealed prohibition making alcohol legal again

LEND LEASE ACT
1941 law that authorized the President to provide aid to any nation whose defense he believed was vital to American security.  Allowed the US to send weapons to Britain (without them paying upfront) during World War II.  

YALTA CONFERENCE
1945 meeting between Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt in which the leaders discussed plans for the post-war world and Stalin promised to allow free 
elections in Eastern Europe.  Breaking  this promise led to the Cold War

MANHATTAN PROJECT
Secret American program during World War II to develop the Atomic
Bomb

ROSIE THE RIVETER
Term used to symbolize the many women who worked in defense industries during World War II

KOREMATSU VS UNITED STATES
Supreme Court decisions that justified  the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II

UNITED NATIONS
International organization formed in 1945 to promote world peace, security, and economic Development

IRON CURTAIN
Winston Churchill’s term for the extension of Communist control over Eastern Europe.  Imaginary line dividing communist and non-communist Europe

CONTAINMENT
American policy of resisting further expansion of communism around the World

HOUSE UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
Congressional committee that investigated  Communist influence in the United States in the 1940s and 1950s

Mc CARTHYISM
Accusing someone without having any proof.  Named for a senator that accused the US military of being taken over by Communisis

BRINKMANSHIP
the policy of using the threat of attacking with all power, including nuclear war in order to protect national interests

SPUTNIK
First artificial satellite to orbit the Earth.  It was launched by the Soviet Union in 1957

GI BILL OF RIGHTS
Law passed in 1944 that helped returning WWII veterans buy homes and pay for college

BEATNIKS
Followers of the social and artistic movement of the 1950s.  They stressed literary self-expression and nonconformity 

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS
crisis that arose between the United States and the Soviet Union over a Soviet attempt to deploy  nuclear missiles 90 miles off the coast of Florida 

COLD WAR
 Period of years of tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.  Never resulted in direct military conflict between the two countries.  

GREAT SOCIETY
President L. B. Johnson’s  proposals to aid public education, provide medical  care for the elderly, and eliminate poverty

TWENTY THIRD AMENDMENT
Ratified in 1961 to allow residents of the District of Colombia the right to vote in presidential elections

BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION
 1954 Supreme Court case in which the court outlawed racial segregation in public schools.

SNCC 
Student civil rights organization founded in 1960.  They liked more  confrontational activities

FREEDOM SUMMER
organized to help African Americans  register to vote in Mississippi.  Some of the workers were killed

MALCOLM X
African American civil rights leader during the 1950s and 1960s  He spoke for using all means of resistance, including violence.  He was assassinated in 1965.

BLACK POWER
Slogan used by African Americans to encourage African American pride and political and social leadership

ROE VS WADE
Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion

CAESAR CHAVEZ
Latino leader that organized the United Farm Workers and led them in a grape  boycott to help migratory farm workers gain better working conditions

AIM – AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT
militant Native Americans organization formed to help restore Indian lands and  respect for their culture

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
government organization formed in 1970 to deal with issues such as air and  water pollution

AFFIRMITAVE ACTION
  A policy used to correct effects of years of past discrimination by favoring groups of people who were previously discriminated against

TWENTY FOURTH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress to eliminate the poll tax voting requirement 

TWENTY FIFTH AMENDMENT
  Ratified by Congress to establish the line of presidential succession

HO CHI MINH
Leader of the Communist party in Indochina; led North Vietnam against the US  in the Vietnam War

NGO DIEN DIEM
Leader of South Vietnam; he was supported by the US in the Vietnam War 

TONKIN GULF RESOLUTION
  Congressional resolution authorizing President Johnson to take any military action he felt necessary in Vietnam

TET OFFENSIVE
attack by the Vietcong and North Vietnamese forces throughout South  Vietnam.  The effect was to turn American public opinion against the war

VIETNAMIZATION
President Nixon’s policy of replacing American military forces with those of South Vietnam in an attempt to lessen the American role in Vietnam.

PENTAGON PAPERS
a 7,000 page document leaked from the defense department revealing the US government had not been honest about its intentions in the Vietnam War

WAR POWERS ACT
law limiting the president’s power to send American troops into hostile areas

TWENTY SIXTH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress in 1971 to lower the voting age to 18 years old

WATERGATE
Scandal involving illegal activities that ultimately led to the resignation of President Nixon.

STAR WARS
a defense system intended to protect the United States against missile attacks

DESERT STORM 
a 1991 military operation in which the United States led UN forces to drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait 

PATRIOT ACT
  Passed in response to the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Towers allowing the US government to issue a nationwide search warrant if terrorist connections are feared

TWENTY SEVENTH AMENDMENT
Ratified by Congress to prevent congressional pay raises from taking effect until after the next congressional election

LOVE CANAL
  Area in New York where factories had dumped toxic waste over the years.  It was filled in and a school and homes were built there.  Many residents developed illnesses.

NAFTA – NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREMENT
Agreement between the United States, Canada, and Mexico resulting in removal of tariffs  between the three countries

CHIP – CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM
provides health coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, but can’t afford private coverage. 

TWENTY SECOND AMENDMENT
Ratified by congress stating that presidents may only be elected to two terms of four years each.  They may serve up to a total of ten years by filling the office vacated by death or resignation.
